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have formally petitioned the Government to permit the importa-
tion of Chinese labourers, the organ of the Agrarian League has
defended the proposal, and a prominent Conservative in the
Prussian Lower House has declared that the agrarians will not
rest until sanction has Ibeen granted. "When in 1906 a stream
of labourers of German nationality set in from Russia, the East
Prussian manorial proprietors urged the Government to take
summary steps to retain this supply of labour in their comer of
the monarchy. It was simply to issue a decree that when
any labourer crossed the frontier into Germany his passport
should be taken from him and in Its place he should be given
a "labour ticket" directing him to an agricultural employer,
whose service he should be required to enter on pain of deporta-
tion. Like many other original suggestions "which have emanated
from the same quarter, the Idea was politely received but
disregarded.
Above all the agrarians agitate for a severer law on the subject
of breach of contract. Here two irreconcilable tendencies of
political thought show themselves in Prussia. On the one hand
the Liberal parties wish to repeal the existing law^of contract as
between agricultural employers and employees and to regulate the
question according to the Civil Code, making breach of contract
a matter of civil process. On the other hand the agrarians ask
that the existing money penalty shall be converted into im-
prisonment without the option of a fine, and that heavy penalties
shall apply to employers who take into their service labourers who
have broken their contracts of service, to employment agents
through whose instrumentality their re-engagement may have
been effected^ and to labourers who may be proved to have
encouraged their fellows to the commission of illegal acts. The
law of Mecklenburg already covers all these points.
Meanwhile, the labour difficulty is palliated by the importation
of seasonal labourers. Throughout the whole of the East and
the North of Prussia, and to a less degree in other parts
of the kingdom and of Germany generaEy, foreign laborer is
systematically employed from spring to autumn, and the
estates rely almost wholly upon this supply. The majority of
the foreigners used to be Russians, but a large number now
eoiae from Galicia. Several of the Prussian Chambers of
Agriculture have employment agencies on the Russian
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